From Lee Sims, Secretary, Cab Drivers’ Association of Queensland Inc.
To All Brisbane taxi drivers
The article below was in the Courier Mail on Monday, December 20.
By that afternoon, Nolan’s office called to ask if I could meet with her the next morning (Tuesday) anytime
before noon. I met her at 10am. She claimed that she wanted to work with CDAQ but it was another attempt to snow me and to gauge whether we are serious about calling out the taxis. She was worried that a
stop work meeting would attract more unsavoury media attention for her. Don’t think that the government
cannot be made to do what we
want. It only takes numbers. It is
essential that we show up in force
now. If we don’t we will look weak
and the minister, QT and Taxi
Council will feel empowered.
If there are numbers in the park, we
will win. It all depends on you.
If you are there you will be proving
that I was not wrong about how you
feel about Don Brown’s recommendations and you will be playing your
part in your own future.
We must insist on the adoption of
the key elements of the report but it
is best to simply say, “We want all
the recommendations or we want to
be told why.”
If you are not there you are telling
the government that everything is
fine by you. Anyone not there will
be considered as a vote for:
1. 45% and half fuel standard bailment agreement. Don Brown
called for 50% and owner pays
100% of the fuel but QT and the
Taxi Council have other ideas.
2. No tribunal for disputes. It will
be left with the companies’ kangaroo courts. Forget the minister’s
offer of QCAT. It will take at least 6
to 12 months to be heard.
3. More untrained students coming in.
This time from Korea. Despite what the
minister says, the training recommendations have been ignored. RTO
status will change nothing. The same
people will still train and assess their
own training. We insist on independent
assessment and so does Don Brown.
And much more… Sub-leasing will
remain, set-pays still continue, no
proper work cover… We can change
that. We can send a message that will
mean something and all you have to do
is be at the rally … Victoria Park, Herston, next Wed, at 12 noon.

